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Committee Recomending 
Change in Church Policy on 
Homosexuality 


(From the United Methodist News Service) 


ST. LOUIS, Mo. (UMNS)--A United Meth- 
odist study committee is recommending that 
the church's 18-year-old Social Principles 
statement condemning the practice of homo- 
sexuality as “incompatible with Christian 
teaching" be dropped. 

In its place would be substituted an 
acknowledgment that the church is “unable 
to arrive at a common mind" onthe subject. 

While many in the church affirm the 
present denominational position, the pro- 
posed substitute says others believe homo- 
sexuality is acceptable “when practiced in 
a context of human caring and covenental 
faithfulness." 

The committee, headed by the Rev. 
Nancy Yamasaki, Spokane, Wash., 
the resolution by a 7-4 vote during its 
meeting here Jan. 3l-Feb. 3. Its recom- 
mendations and report will go to the 1992 
General Conference, top legislative body 
of the church. 

The 1988 General Conference reaf- 
firmed positions on homosexuality taken by 
previous conferences. These include the 
"incompatibility" statement and prohibi- 
tions of ordaining or appointing "“self- 
avowed practicing" homosexuals or giving 
church funds to groups that "promote the 
acceptance” of homosexuality. 

However, 1988 delegates asked the 
General Council on Ministries (GCOM), with 
offices in Dayton, Ohio, to conduct a 
study of homosexuality and report to the 
next General Conference. 
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Affirmation Council Actions 


The Affirmation Council conducted 
its first full meeting January 19-21, 1991, 
in Washington, D.C. All 19 current mem- 
bers of the Council were present for the 
entire meeting. 

Among the actions taken by the Coun- 
cil were the following: 

e Received and filed the financial 
report. 

e Selected members for leadership 
positions (See related story) 

e Changed the name of the organiza- 
tion to “Affirmation: United Methodists 
for Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Concerns, In- 
corporated" 

e Adopted a new set of bylaws 

@ Established a committee structure 
to carry out the work of Affirmation (See 
related story) 

e Adopted a statement opposing war 
in the Persian Gulf 


e Approved preliminary plans for 
General Conference 1992 
e Finalized plans for the annual 


spring meeting and began preliminary plan- 
ning for the fall meeting. 

e Filled vacancies on the Council 
(See related story) 

e Approved amendments to the separa- 
tion agreement with the Reconciling Congre- 
gation Program. 
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*** IMPORTANT REMINDER *** 
THE DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR 
OUR SPRING MEETING 1S 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20! 


For details see page 7 
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General Conference Presence 


Every four years delegates of the United 
Methodist Church meet in a General Conference to make 
decisions about the Discipline and programs of the 
church. The next General Conference will meet in 
Louisville, Kentucky, from May 5to May 15, 1992. 
Affirmation will be there, celebrating, witnessing, 
worshipping and lobbying. 

We have reserved a public space and a block of 
hotel rooms near the Convention Center. We have a 
place to perform Julian Rush's Paschal Songs and 


Platitudes and a place for worship services. We plan 
a presence that will include music, daily 


newsletters, a prayer vigil and a celebratory dinner. 
We hope to create an on-going liturgical space which 
will point to a world context in which General Confer- 


ence plays but a small part. 
Affirmation will coordinate its activities and 


presence with the Reconciling Congregation Program, 
and the Methodist | 


with which we will share space, 


Federation for Social Action, which will 


organ- 


ize and coordinate efforts to lobby the legislative | 


process. 


an idea you would like to develop or if you would 
like to work with one of the activities named, please 
contact the Witness Committee at the Evanston Post 
Office Box. 

Jeanne 


Vacancies Filled 


Among the actions taken by the Affirmation 
Council at its first official meeting was filling of 
vacancies created by resignations as a result of job 
and location changes. 

Joanne Brown, elected as a member at-large, 
submitted her resignation from the Council due to a 
change in her work assignment and a resulting heavy 
load. 

Dan Maiden, a hortheast regional representative, 
submitted his resignation during the Council meeting 
because of a job change and potential relocation. 

Council members voted unanimously to elect Dan 
Maiden to fill the unexpired at-large term of Joanne 
Brown. 

Council members have identified several women 
in the northeast region and are presently contacting 
them to determine their willingness to be elected to 
serve Dan Maiden's unexpired term as a regional 
representative. 


PPS EP ET Ty 
‘‘This Is A Day Of New 


Beginnings’’ 


Binghamton, NY, has started a local Affirmation 


Affirmation weekend held in Washington, D.C., last 
September, 

Upon our return home we talked a lot about what 
we were going to do, but didn't seem to get started. 
By mid November, it became clear that plans for World 
AIDS Day did not include a community worship service. 
We decided to plan an interfaith AIDS memorial 
service. The Sunday service (Dec. 3rd) was 
co-sponsored with other church agencies. 
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Planning for our presence goes on. If you have 


The AIDS memorial service became the first of 
weekly Sunday evening worship services for gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals, their families and friends. 
Nearly 40 people attended the memorial service, from 
six to 15 people have attended the services that have 
followed. About 65 people have attended one or more 
services. 

We ask clergy to volunteer to lead half of the 
services. The others are led by members of the 
group. Services are followed by a discussion where 
we invite people to get better acquainted and share 


their vision of what we should become as a group. It 
is a time when we redefine ourselves, commit 
ourselves to an interfaith format, and seek and 


provide support. 

We have provided a worship community for people 
who no longer feel welcome at a church. 
encourage those who are active in their own churches 
to find strength from our coming together to make an 
impact on their own churches. 

Next Sunday, one of our group is leading a 
service with the theme: Valentines, Messages of Love. 
The following Sunday we plan to show the video: 
Casting Out Fear and distribute Affirmation brochures. 

Some will hopefully join Affirmation at that 
time and we'll really begin our Affirmation Chapter. 
Others may get the impetus to start local Integrity, 
Presbyterians Concerned, Welcoming Committees, etc. 
Whatever the developments, our faith community will 
continue to worship together, thanks to Affirmation. 


Peggy 


News From Local Groups 


TEXAS -- The group holds a monthly 


TARRANT COUNTY, 
For more in- 


meeting, often with an informal dinner. 
formation call 


MID-ATLANTIC -- Meets every Sunday at 6 p.m. for 
worship and fellowship at Dunbarton UMC in 
Georgetown. Call for more infor- 
mation. A Bible study group meets every Monday at 


7:30 p.m. 


OKLAHOMA CITY -- Meets every other Sunday evening for’ 
a pot luck supper and rap time. Call Richard for 
more information at iy. 


AUSTIN held a Christmas dinner and gag gift exchange 
in December. The group sees that being a part of the 
Affirmation family is being part of a _ personal 
Support group. More information can be obtained at 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA AFFIRMATION is a support group for 
Lesbian and Gay Concerns within the United Methodist 
Church. Meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Mondays, 
7:30 p.m., at Pace Memorial UMC, 700 W. Franklin St., 
Richmond, VA 23220. 


THE DALLAS group continues to hold a monthly pot luck 
supper followed by a program. In February they held 
a skating party and met for brunch as well as a Bible 
study. For more information call or 


AFFIRMATION OF CAPE COD meets the first Tuesday of 
the month for a program and fellowship, at the 
Osterville UMC, 7:30 p.m. Book study meeting on-the 


third Tuesday, also at the church at 7:30 p.m. The 
current book is Taking a Chance on God by John 
McNeill. For information call George at 
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We also. 


General Conference 
Legislation 


The 


endorsed a 
homophobia/heterosexism legislative package adopted 


National Council has 


by the Methodist Federation for Social Action. That 
package includes the following proposals: 
1. Revise the Social Principles statement by 

a. deleting the clause “Although we do not 
condone the practice of homosexuality and consider 
this practice incompatible with Christian Teaching;" 

b. substituting a passage that deals with 
the character of sexual activity, regardless of sexual 
orientation, for a passage that affirms sexual 
activity only within the marriage bond; and 

c adding a statement condemning homophobia 


and supporting the civil rights of gay men and 
lesbians. 

2. Amend Paragraph 208 to celebrate’ the 
diversity of members of the church, adding the 
characteristics of gender, age, ablity, sexual 


orientation and marital status to the characteristics 
of race, color, national origin and economic 
condition already listed. 

3. Delete Paragraph 906.12, which prohibits 
giving United Methodist funds to any “gay” caucus or 
group or otherwise using such funds to promote the 
acceptance of homosexuality. 

4. Remove’ specific 
ordination by 

a. deleting Paragraph 402.2 
b. deleting the footnote to Paragraph 404.4 


prohibitions concerning 


(e); and 

c. changing examination questions to remove 
the phrase “fidelity in marriage and celibacy in 
singleness." 

5. Amend Paragraph 261.10 to allow the local 
church to develop liturgies and rituals that serve 
its members and community. 

We have been pleased by work that the Board of 
Global Ministries is doing on AIDS. The Witness 
Committee will monitor and review their legislative 
proposals. We are also watching the Homosexuality 
Study Committee to see what legislative changes it 
will propose to General Conference (See related 


story). 
Jeanne 


Council Leaders Named 


The National Council established an 
organization patern designed to honor the goal estab- 
lished by the long-range plan of creating non-hier- 
archal patterns of organization and leadership. The 
Council did recognize a need for coordination and the 
reality that non-hierarchical organization requires 
very high levels of responsibility and commitment on 
the part of all concerned. The result was the estab- 
lishment of five committees and the appointment of 
two Coordinators and two Spokespersons. 

Morris Floyd of Minneapolis and Gloria Soliz of 
San Francisco will serve as cospokespersons for 
National Affirmation as a result of action taken by 
the Affirmation Council at its January meeting. They 
will share the responsibility of carrying 
Affirmation's message to the media and others. 

In addition, Randy Miller of San Francisco and 
a woman, whose name cannot be used due to the United 
Methodist Church's discriminatory practices, will 
serve as .co-coordinators with the responsibility of 
monitoring the work of committees and coordinating 
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the information flow among Council members. As such, 
they are (for legal documents) considered the co- 
presidents. 

Five committees were named to carry out the 
work of National Affirmation between meetings of the 
Council. The titles of the committees are tentative 
but their areas of responsibility are pretty well de- 
fined, subject to final review of specific committee 
job descriptions at the next Council meeting. 

The Stewardship Committee will focus 
financial development of the Organization, the 
secretarial functions of the group, and_ the 
administrative responsibilities. Roger Kruse (Mesa, 
Arizona) will convene the group. In that role (for 


on the 


the legal documents), he will be the corporate 
secretary. 

Jeanne Knepper (Denver) will convene the 
Witness Committee which has among its_ tasks 
coordinating Affirmation's work beyond the 
organization. Committee members will have 
responsibility for coordinating General Conference 
activities and for taking leadership in areas 
concerned with our relationship with the United 


Methodist Church. 

The Planning and Evaluation Committee will be 
convened by Peter DeGroote (Washington, D.C.). Its 
members will serve as a sounding board for the co- 
cordinators, will have responsibility for developing 


agendas, and will monitor the effectiveness of 
Affirmation's structure and programs, 

Jim Scurlock (San Francisco) convenes the 
Program and Activities Committee which has 


responsibility for program development for membership 
meetings as well as planning for other Affirmation 
membership activities. 


Affirmation's Evangelism and Communications 
Committee will coordinate Regional Organizing, 
Membership, and internal communications, including 


the Newsletter. Fritz Schultz (San Francisco) will 
convene this group. 

The committees and functional areas are de- 
scribed in summary. Further refinement in specific 
responsibilities is expected, but they are all cur- 
rently functioning. 

Each of the committees has several Council 
members serving. And, each of the convenors is now 
searching for others, not on the Council, who are 
willing to work as committee members. If you are 
interested in an area of work, please drop a note to 
the convenor at the Affirmation Post Office Box in 
Evanston. 


EEE ee eee 
Documenting Our Witness: 


Affirmation Archives 


For over sixteen years Affirmation has made an. 


eloquent and courageous witness to the United 
Methodist Church and to the lesbian, gay and bisexual 
community. Future generations seeking a model of 
true Christian community will be able to look back 
and find in the Affirmation Archives documentation of 
our witness and community. 

However, the Archives needs your help. Dr. 
Kenneth Rowe, Professor of Church History and 
librarian at the Methodist Archives and History 
Center at UM-related Drew University, Madison, N.J., 


is the Affirmation Archivist. He is seeking a 
complete file of the minutes of meetings and 
correspondence of officers or anything’ else 


(continued on next page) 
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concerning Affirmation 
predecessor organizations in 1972. 

He also seeks histories of each local group 


beginning with our first, Kansas City in 1975, 
through Tulsa in 1991. 
Under the terms of the Archives, individual 


donors and groups may specify whether donations are 
on temporary loan or permanent gift as well as whe 
may have access to them. 


Please help us document the history of our 
witness by contacting Tim | if you) 


have any contributions. 


One View of the January 


Council Meeting 
Piecing the Quilt Together © 


my mother and I began to piece 
It will be my mother's first 
quilt; it is my fourth, having been taught by a 
patient and loving friend. The work is long and 
somewhat tedious, requiring endless marking of small 
triangles and squares, stitching together of 
countless pieces, and carefully matching the seams of 
sewn strips. The quilting will be completed later by 
my friend. (She attempted to teach me to quilt, but 
my patience admittedly limited was quickly exhausted.) 

We have already pieced together a block, one of 
twenty, which provides a glimpse of what is to come, 
The quilt will be beautiful, and it will be something 
that we created together through our shared vision, 
of much greater value than the quilt itself. We will 
eventually part with the quilt, a graduation present. 
Our reward is the love of the labor, and the 
gratitude of a friend. 

As I work on the quilt, I am able to look with 
greater insight back upon the council meeting held in 
Washington in January. When I left Washington I knew 
that our work together had been important, especially 
for the growth of the council, but I was less certain 
as to what exactly had been accomplished. There is 
still so much to be done. Only now do I begin to see 
the block which we created, providing the glimpse of 
what we will become. The long and often intense 
discussions, the endless yet necessary negotiations, 
the moments of personal and communal insight, the 
development of close bonds and friendships, that 
formation of a family where the pieces and stitches 
through which we created a vision, broad and 
inclusive and flexible, in which we could all share. 
Our love is in our work on behalf of Affirmation. 

This is the reason I renewed my membership: to 
be a part in the creation of a cosmic quilt. 
Throughout the weekend we shared “pieces" from our 
lives as we discussed our sexual identities, our 
denomination relationship, our witness and 
leadership, our models for ministry, and our needs 
for community and family. As we stitched our various 
pieces together, we began to make the connections 
(the quilting?) from our lives and experience with 
the emerging issues confronting our world and 
society. Our weekend together is one block of a vast 
quilt; there will be many more blocks to be created 
with the members of Affirmation, our friends and 
families, our lesbian sisters and gay brothers. 

My mother cut pieces last night, and I will 
soon stitch them together to create the next block. 
I am anxious to see our work through to its 
completion. 


Recently 
together a quilt. 


Rev. Dan Maiden 


Affirmation 


since the inception of its Regional Organizing 


A new year is beginning with GOOD NEWS! 
There are two new Affirmation Chapters: 
Affirmation--Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Affirmation--Binghamton, New York 


If you have friends in these areas, let them 
know Affirmation is there for them. 

Speaking of friends out of town, there are 
several parts of the country where there are no 
Affirmation chapters. Does that mean there are no 
United Methodists who are lesbian, gay or bisexual in 
those areas? Doubtful! If you know of people in 
places like Iowa, Alabama, Mississippi, Connecticut 
or any major city in the United States where there 
are no Affirmation chapters, write to the P.O. Box or 
your regional organizers or representatives and give 
them names and addresses. We can send them vital 


information. 

Susan Button, Binghamton, NY, is a new Regional 
Organizer for the Northeast Jurisdiction. Her 
address is Meshoppen, PA 

Marsha Knight, back in Indianapolis, is a new 
Regional Organizer for the North Central 
Jurisdiction. Her_address is 3 


Indianapolis, IN 
WELCOME ABOARD! 


If you are not doing so, send your local 
newsletter to your Regional Organizer. This way 
everyone can know what is going on in your local 
group. Please and Thank You. 

Are there members of your local group who have 
died of AIDS? We may be calling for your group to 
create a quilt square for an AIDS Quilt to be on 
display at General Conference. Not only will it be a 
way to remind the church that United Methodists are 
dying without a welcoming church home, but it can be 
a good project for your local group. More specifics 
will follow. 

ON GENERAL CONFERENCE: 
open at your Annual Conference. This is the year 
that delegates to General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences are elected. General Conference deals 
with issues like language in the Discipline and 
Jurisdictional Conference is where Bishops’ are 
elected. A clue as to who will be “put up" for 
election as Bishop is, many times, the clergyperson 
who is head of your Annual Conference's delegation. 
Be investigative. Talk to your local pastor about 
the make-up of the delegation. Be investigative. 
Let your Regional Representative know what you find 
out. 


Keep an eye and ear 


: Mike Meant field 
UE I dE ER 


PLEASE Note: 
DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES AND NEWS FOR 
THE SummMER NEWSLETTER IS MAY 35rp!! 
SEND TO EVANSTON Post OFFICE Box, 
MARKED “For NEWSLETTER.” 
THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO SENT IN MA- 


TERIAL FOR THIS ISSUE--ALL ON TIME! 
George Hodadon 


Editon 
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The Social Principles is a compilation of the 
denomination's positions on social, moral and public 
policy issues. The homosexuality paragraph appears 
in the “human sexuality" portion of a larger 
statement on "The Nurturing Community." 

The proposed new statement says “the present 
state of knowledge in the relevant disciplines does 
not provide a satisfactory basis upon which the 
church can responsibly maintain a specific prohibi- 
ion of homosexual practice. 

“In doing so the church continues to affirm 
that God's grace is bestowed on all, and that the 
members of Christ's body are called to be in ministry 
for and with one another, and to the world." 

The church is seeking “further understanding 
through continued prayer, study and pastoral 
‘experience,” the statement says. 

The recommended changes, plus information for 
churchwide study, must be completed in time to 
present to the GCOM members when they meet Dec. 2-6 
in Chicago. 

When the proposed change in the Social 
Principles was adopted during the committee's meeting 
here, one of the four persons voting against it 
resigned and walked out. James W. Holsinger Jr., 
chief medical officer for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs in Washington, and a staunch supporter of the 
church's current position, told the committee he 
could not remain a member and support the committee's 
majority conclusion. 

Holsinger has consistently expressed dissatis- 
faction with the study committee, particularly at 
what he considered an imbalance of members favoring a 
more liberal stance on the issue. 

Members for the original committee were 
selected by the GCOM in 1988 from a list of nominees 


representing fields such as_ sociology, theology, 
psychiatry and biology. Other members came from the 
GCOM membership, Council of Bishops, and _ three 


persons at large to guarantee varying points of view 
on the subject. j 

In response to complaints that no openly gay 
man was included, the committee later added William 
M. Kent, a Jacksonville, Fla., attorney. 

At the request of committee members who voted 
during the meeting here with the majority on the 
Social Principles change, the four-member minority 
prepared its own recommended replacement, which may 
go to GCOM as a companion statement. 

It agrees with the majority statement that the 
church has no “common mind" about compatibility of 
homosexuality with Christian teaching, but maintains 
the present statement condemning the practice. 

Insufficient scholarly evidence is not a basis 
for changing the policy the minority report says. 

The Rev. J. Philip Wogaman, ethics professor at 
Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, lead writer 
for the majority proposal, told the committee the 
proposed change is meant as a compromise and is a 
likely to please those on either side of the issue. 

“For further movement in the church on this’ 
issue we need to give and take on both sides," he 
said. | 


Bishop Richard Looney, Macon, Ga., the 
committee's newest member, who supported the minority 
report, criticized compromise on an tissue _ he 


described as “divisive” and “clearly defined." ' 

The committee received a working paper on the 
historic positionof Scripture and tradition, prepared 
and presented by the Rev. David A. Seamands, a 
faculty member at Asbury Theological Seminary, Wil- 
more, Kentucky. 
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He maintains that, based on "clear and 
heterosexual" references throughout the Bible, 
Scripture clearly condemns homosexuality. New and 


Old Testament passages set the sexual standards for 
ancient times and for today, with "no question about 
what acceptable moral standards were in Jesus' day,” 
Seamands said. 

Committee member Kent questioned application of 
those sexual standards in modern times. 

Seamands' paper parallels one written earlier 
for the committee by the Rev. Victor P. Furnish, New 
Testament professor at Perkins School of Theology at 
Southern Methodist University in Dallas. Furnish 
stated that “biblical interpreters have come to 
different conclusions" about scriptural passages 
related to homosexuality. 

Consistent with the current Social Principles, 
the committee is expected to recommend that churches 
be communities of support and accountability for gay 
and lesbian persons and advocates for their civil 
rights. 

In addition to recommended changes in the Book 
of Discipline, the committee plans to recommend a 


churchwide study with materials that reflect 
consensus and differences on homosexuality from the 
standpoints of science, ethics, theology and 
Scripture. 


During the meeting here, Yamasaki announced the 


resignations of two committee members: the Rev. 
Stanley Hauerwas, Durham, N.C., because of 
professional commitments, and the Rev. James C. 


Logan, Washington, because of illness. 


Next meeting of the committee is scheduled for 
Location has not been determined. 


Aug. 22-23. 


Affirmation 


National Affirmation 


May 1, 1990 through April 30, 1991 


Period Ending December 31, 1990 


Quilter of Souls 


Income We stitch our souls to the names 
Projected Actual sewn 
Membership 420 @ $25.00 10,500.00 4,480.00 letter by letter, dream by dream 
Pledges 8,600.00 2,425.00 in the last request whispered 
Fund Raising 8,000.00 1,172.00 by a friend of a friend. 
National Meeting Registration 11,500.00 3,319.87 We wrap ourselves in the warmth 
Loi 26.12 of your memories; cry silent tears 
TOTAL INCOME 38,600.00 11,422.99 on the borders of your life, LF 
and hope someone cares when it’s 
E liter our turn. 
oe You lie in state amidst our heroes 
Cc . ° 
* 7; e While the compassionate mourn 
eit’ Oe 7. om and the indifferent crush your 
Affirmation Council 6,000.00 1,195.00 olive branch 
Newsletter Production 1,200.00 875.78 beneath their thorny crowns. 
Begieasl cageniains Te fs cnate Silence never spoke with such 
Membership 500.00 0.00 eloquence. 
Fund Raising 1,800.00 220.73 But what is it they hear? 
Reconciling Congregation Program 4,000.00 2,000.00 A thousand voices in harmony 
RCP Travel Assistance 1,000.00 169.10 as your choir grows each day. 
Emerging Issues 1,000.00 230,00 With one less, we thread needles 
National Meetings 7,500.00 4,591.71 with our tears ' 
Postage/Telephone 2,500.00 498.44 and re lin quis h ye t anol her 
Interfaith Alliance 400.00 0.00 offering 
Mailbox Monitor 600.00 0.00 to the Quilter of Souls. 
GCOM Study Committee 1,500.00 0.00 Patricia Jackson 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 38,600.00 10,259.74 
Se EE eS en ee eer ee 7 
| Affirmation Pledge Commitment | 
: I want to be part of Affirmation’s expanding ministry to and among gay men and lesbians. | 
| You can count on me for the following support: l 
| | 
} «72500 2 $250 2$100 32$50 1525 2$ (please specify) | 
| | 
| | You can expect my contribution: | 
| 7 | 
| 4 annually quarterly monthly | 
! Name 
! Address : 
! Home Phone | 
| | 
| | 
| Return to: National Affirmation 
| P.O. Box 1021, Evanston, IL 60204 | 
ES ee a ata ee wad 
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Affirmation 1991 Spring Meeting 


Registration Form 


WE: The Body of Christ? 


Your registration fee of $100.00 includes all meals, beginning with dinner on Friday 
hog and ending with lunch on Sunday as well as housing and transportation from the 


"Bodily experience, whether sensual, eves eos 
anta Rosa airport. 


emotional, political, or prayerful, is spir- 


itual experience.” To register, please complete the information below and enclose with your check made out 


to “National Affirmation.” Mail to: 


Affirmatio 
Sacramento, CA —— 
It's as casy as 1, 2, 3! 


QName 


Address —_———S— mii 
Ci Se Bat 
Phone : 


--Chris Glaser 
Come Home 


We Are The Body of Christ! 


Affirmation: United 
Methodists for Lesbian, 
Gay, and Bisexual Concerns 


@ Please check all that apply: 
(DI will arrive in time for dinner on Friday, April 5. 
(JI will remain through lunch on Sunday, April 7. 


Annual Spring Meeting 


April 5 - 7, 1991 


Valley of the Moon Camp 
Glen Ellen, California 


[JI will need transportation from the Santa Rosa Airport. I am arriving at 
on Flight Number. 


LI prefer Not to stay at the camp. Please send me information about alternative 
Places to slay. 


Our Weekend Program 


- Come explore with us what it means to be 
fully sexual and fully spiritual -- fully hu- 
man. Starting with an understanding of 
our sexuality as a good gift of God, we will 
examine and affirm our sexual and spiri- 
tual gifts. We will celebrate our wholeness 
as the Body of Christ. 


Our leaders for the weekend will be Mar- 
ion Cross and the Reverend Richard Bates. 


Rey. Richard Bates, in private practice for 
the last six years, is a clinical sexologist on 
appointment beyond the local church doing 
therapy in the area of human sexuality. He 
also provides professional services for a 
counseling center for gay men and lesbians 
and pre- and post-test counseling at the 
Austin-Travis County Health Department. 
Rey. Bates lives in Austin, Texas, and is a 
member of Affirmation. 


Marion Cross, M.A., is a child, marriage 
and family counselor in private practice for 
15 years. She earned her master’s degree 
at the Pacific School of Religion at Berke- 
ley. She is a member of the Education for 
Sexuality Task Force of the California- 
Nevada Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church and has led several re- 
treats for lesbian coupies. Ms. Cross lives 
in Lodi, California. 


About Our Facility 


Valley of the Moon Camp is a full-service 
church campground which provides a num- 
ber of recreational opportunities as well as 
excellent meeting and dining space. 


Sleeping facilities at Valley of the Moon 
are in unheated dormitories. You will need 
to bring your bedroll, towels, and all toi- 
letries. 


Dress is casual -- camp clothes. 


Remember, the temperature will average 
45 in the evening and 70 at mid-day. Plan 
to dress in layers and bring a water-repel- 
lent jacket! 
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preference below: 


Date Received 


D 
O 
N 
T 
Mi 
/ 
S 
S 
T 
A 
i 
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A Word About Costs 


Your $100.00 registration fee for this 
event is all-inclusive. 


It includes two (2) nights’ lodging, meals 
beginning with dinner on Friday and end- 
ing with lunch on Sunday, materials, and 
transportation from the Santa Rosa airport 
to the camp. 


For those who desire to stay at a location 
other than the camp, there are several 
places in the area with space available. If 
you are interested in those facilities, indi- 
cate that on your registration form and 
details will be provided immediately. 


How To Register 


Registration is easy. Simply complete the 
enclosed form and return it to: 


Affirmation 


Sacramento, CA 


Enclose with your check made payable to - 


"National Affirmation.” 


The deadline for receipt of registrations is 
March 20. Space cannot be guaranteed for 
registrations received after that time. 


Because we are at a camp site with limited 
sleeping facilities, attendance will be lim- 
ited to 90 persons. Don’t miss out! Send 
your registration form in now! 


Affirmation 


@ Mucb of the group time during the weekend will be spent in small groups. You will 
meet with the same small group throughout the weckend., Please indicate your 
O1 prefer a group of all women. 
Or prefer a group of all men. 
O1 prefer a mixed sex group. 


For Office Use Only 


Check Number __ Confirmed 


Transportation 


Valley of the Moon Camp is located in the 
Napa Valley of northern California. It is a 
reasonable (one to one-and-a-half hours) 
driving distance from San Francisco and 
Oakland. 


However, the closest -- and most conve- 
nient -- airport is Santa Rosa. 


There are a number of flights daily in and 
out of the Santa Rosa airport. United Air- 
lines is the major carrier serving Santa 
Rosa with non-stop service from both Los 
Angeles and San Francisco. 


Affirmation has contracted with United 
Airlines to be our official carrier for the 
Spring meeting. Participants will be able 
to book a connecting flight directly into 
Santa Rosa and will also receive discounts 
of 40% off published fares or 5% off all 
discount fares. 


To make your reservations with United 
Airlines, call: 


1-800-521-4041 


Indicate you are making reserve- 
tions for the Affirmation meeting 
and that the meeting number is 
06EE. 


Affirmation will run a shuttle service be- 
tween the Santa Rosa airport and the 
camp. However, you must include your 
flight arrival time and flight number on the 
registration form! 


P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204 


RENEWAL: 
SPR92 


WaleorberbosedbencEDbacsbbaatel 


